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the individual, this concept of responsibility
must be applied to the nation as a whole.

Prior to the Second World War, the United
States tried to remain isolated from the con-
flicts that engulfed Europe. The United
States only joined these wars after it was
impossible to do otherwise. Little by little,
though, our country has learned to heed the
warning presented by Martin Luther King Jr.
that, “A threat to freedom anywhere is a
threat to freedom everywhere.”” Freedom and
oppression simply cannot coexist.

Why, though, are Americans now so willing
to fight for such an abstract idea as freedom?
Perhaps it is because we have beheld the hor-
rors of the Holocaust, the terror of the
Khmer Rouge, and the stranglehold of the
Taliban. This loyalty to freedom, though,
lies more likely in the essence of the Amer-
ican spirit, that every-gnawing hunger for
fairness, justice, and the righteousness of the
Golden Rule. A long line of Americans fight-
ing on foreign soil have justified the war to
themselves by reasoning that they have lib-
erty because someone they never knew paid
the price for it, and it is only fair that they,
in their state of freedom, be willing to do the
same for another.

It is our duty, as partakers of freedom in
this part of the world, to be defenders of free-
dom throughout the world. Abraham Lincoln
stated this obligation best when he surmised;
“In giving freedom to the slave we assure
freedom to the free, honorable alike in what
we give and what we preserve.”” By the free-
dom that has made our own nation great, we
must humble ourselves, and share the wealth
with which we have been so mightily blessed.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Father William
Gulas, beloved Pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish
in Slavic Village and beloved mentor, leader
and friend of many.

For nearly a decade, Father Gulas gently
led his flock at St. Stanislaus Parish, offering
spiritual and emotional guidance to every pa-
rishioner. Moreover, Father Gulas reached
out, with caring and compassion, to residents
of Slavic Village and neighborhoods beyond,
providing a helping hand or kind counsel
whenever needed. Father Gulas was ordained
as a Franciscan priest in 1961. He was head
of the Franciscan Order for the Assumption
Province, which spans several states, includ-
ing Ohio. His service to our Cleveland commu-
nity began in 1993, when he joined the parish
of St. Stan’s as pastor. Reflecting a strong de-
sire to connect with parishioners, Father Gulas
learned to speak Polish to be able to commu-
nicate with every parishioner.

Father Gulas was an articulate and graceful
liturgist. His sense of timing and wit, combined
with his kindness and warmth, defined his
ministry. Father Gulas leaves behind a rich
legacy of a life dedicated to spiritual guidance,
leadership, and helping others. For our Cleve-
land community, Father Gulas leaves behind a
legacy of healing and uplifting our Slavic Vil-
lage neighborhood, which radiates throughout
his congregation, and resounds throughout our
entire community. Father Gulas was instru-
mental in the renovation of the historic St.
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Stanislaus church. His dedication to restoring
this magnificent, century-old structure equaled
his dedication and success in restoring the
heart and soul of this Cleveland neighbor-
hood—one struggling family at a time, one
lonely neighbor at a time, one troubled child at
a time.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join us
in tribute and remembrance of Father William
Gulas, whose compassion, understanding and
inspiration, through his words and his deeds,
kept hope and faith alive in everyone he knew.
His presence among us was a gift, and he will
be deeply missed by the countless lives he
touched, including ours. We extend our deep-
est condolences to the family of Father Gulas,
to the parishioners of St. Stanislaus, and to
the entire Slavic Village community. Through-
out his tenure along Fleet Avenue, Father
Gulas was deeply committed to helping those
in need—young and old, black and white, be-
lievers and non-believers. Father Gulas was a
living light for everyone in this community, and
as deeply as he loved the people of Slavic Vil-
lage, they in turn, loved him. Most signifi-
cantly, the love and light that Father Gulas
gave so freely to the people of St. Stanislaus
and streets beyond, will be a guiding force
within our community always, and will live
within our hearts forever.

———
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Filipino Veterans
Fairness Act in commemoration of Corregidor
Day, and all the Filipino veterans who fought
against the Japanese Imperial Forces in de-
fense of America.

Sixty-one years ago today, in the island for-
tress of Corregidor, Philippines, approximately
15,000 American and Filipino troops fought
the four-months long resistance against the
Japanese forces.

In the early days of World War Il, these Fili-
pinos fought alongside Americans as they
were battered by constant shellfire and aerial
bombardment.

Corregidor Day evokes memories of how
these valiant soldiers disrupted the Japanese
conquest of the South Pacific, allowing valu-
able time for the United States to recover from
Japan’s initial onslaught.

After the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor,
they also attacked and defeated Hong Kong
and Singapore, our allies in the war. The one
bright spot in those dark days was in the Phil-
ippine Islands where Americans and Filipinos
made a stand in Bataan, Corregidor and the
southern islands of the Philippines.

At the conclusion of World War I, there
were more than 400,000 Filipino veterans.
Only 50,000 Filipino veterans are living today
and approximately 13,000 of them reside in
the United States.

| pay tribute to these magnificent Filipino
soldiers, loyal and dedicated to the war effort,
who distinguished themselves in the four
months of combat. With their fiber helmets
and canvas shoes, they were armed with little
more than personal courage. These valiant
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men deserve no less than recognition of their
military service and fairness under the law.

Proper recognition and honor of the military
service of these Filipino veterans is long over-
due. | ask my colleagues to remember Cor-
regidor and to support the Filipino Veterans
Fairness Act. My bill mirrors Senator DANIEL
INOUYE's S. 68 and also guarantees Filipino
veterans’ representation in the Center for Mi-
nority Veterans, and ensures they receive the
same social benefits like education, housing
loans, vocational rehabilitation and job coun-
seling as available to the American soldiers
with whom they fought side by side in Cor-
regidor.

—————
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HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Delegate Joanne C. Benson—a woman
of integrity, principle, love and passion for
helping others. As a Member of the Maryland
State House of Delegates since 1991 and an
educator in the Prince George’'s County
School System for forty years, Joanne Benson
has touched the lives of thousands in her
service to people. On this very special occa-
sion of celebrating her retirement we must all
give great thanks for the difference she has
made in carrying out her life’s work.

Having known this extraordinary woman for
all my years of public service, | have seen first
hand her compassion and unfailing love for
children, family and community. Her motto, “If
not now, when? If not us, who?” exemplifies
her tireless efforts in being a voice for the
voiceless, a power for the powerless and a
fighter for those who have given up the fight.

Born in Roanoke, Virginia, the daughter of
Reverend and Mrs. William Claybon, she is
one of six children. After graduating from
South Hagerstown High School, she received
her Bachelor of Science Degree from Bowie
State University and later achieved a Master
of Arts Degree from Catholic University. Her
career in education began as a teacher in Cal-
vert County and soon thereafter she began to
work for the Prince George's County School
System, where over the years she has served
in a number of capacities including teacher/
facilitator, master teacher, instructional support
specialist, human relations specialist, Principal
and parent involvement specialist. And
throughout this long tenure there is one thing
she has always been—one of the strongest
and most ardent activists for improving the
quality of life and the quality of education for
our children.

Joanne is a caring individual. Story after
story can be told of her purchasing shoes and
coats for children in need; bringing food to a
hungry family; accessing free health and den-
tal care for children; and finding shelter for the
homeless. It was her work while she was Prin-
cipal of John H. Bayne Elementary School that
started the first after-school program in which
teachers, parents and community leaders vol-
unteered to work. She began a clothes closet
and food pantry and started adult education
classes for parents. And she was an early ad-
vocate of school uniforms, recognizing that if
a child looks good, they feel good.
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From an early age, Joanne learned that the
rewards we receive are from the work we do.
She has carried her concern and compassion
for children to her work at the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly where she is one of the most
vocal and respected legislators and where she
has been able to implement policies to better
life for youngsters. She was an original spon-
sor of the Primary Seat Belt Law which serves
as a national model for children’'s car seats
and seat belt laws. She has gained the rep-
utation as always being there for her constitu-
ents, whether it is help to get more funding for
public education or safer streets in their com-
munity, and always takes positive action.

One of her proudest achievements has
been the establishment of the not-for-profit or-
ganization known as SAFE STREETS 2000.
This program, designed to educate and
strengthen our communities and organizations,
has helped many become more knowledge-
able of available resources in the prevention,
intervention and rehabilitation of senseless vi-
olence. For this work, Delegate Benson was
profiled on the front page of the Washington
Post and the Prince George’s Journal and was
featured on Nightline with Ted Koppel and
Night Watch with Charles Rose.

Her endless commitment to children has
earned her many other awards: For the Love
of Children Award from the Kiwanis Club of
the Capitol Area; Outstanding Educator from
Prince George’s County Schools, Who's Who
Among Notable Educators in Maryland,
Woman of the Year from Metropolitan Busi-
ness and Professional Women, Humanitarian
Award from Zeta Phi Beta and Outstanding
Community Service Award from Las Amigas.

There are so many accomplishments and so
many awards, but anyone who knows Joanne
knows the things which make her the happiest
and the proudest are the small unnoticed acts
of kindness. Joanne, you are blessed with an
irresistible spirit which is transmitted to all you
touch. And we are all so grateful for all you
have done. We thank you for your friendship,
your leadership and your commitment to im-
proving the lives of children and all the citi-
zens of Prince George’s County and the State
of Maryland. We salute your 40 years of out-
standing and dedicated service to the Prince
George’s County School System.

———

PUBLIC SAFETY ACT
HON. TED STRICKLAND

OF OHIO
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Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, today | am
introducing the Public Safety Act, a bill de-
signed to put a stop to the privatization of an
extremely important public safety responsibility
of government: the incarceration of criminals.

The Public Safety Act, which | have intro-
duced in each of the last two Congresses, en-
joys the wide support of many groups that rep-
resent the interests of correctional officers.
The American Federation of Government Em-
ployees (AFGE), the American Federation of
State, County, and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME), and the Service Employees Inter-
national Union (SEIU), as well as several
other prison interest groups, all support this
legislation.
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When governments contract out their re-
sponsibility to incarcerate inmates to private
prison corporations, taxpayers lose much of
the valuable oversight that they have of gov-
ernment agencies. Nevertheless, taxpayers
are still forced to assume much of the financial
and legal liability associated with the operation
of private prisons. If there are riots or break-
outs, local government authorities are often
called in to handle the situation. Furthermore,
when a private prison official violates an in-
mate’s rights, the taxpayers from the commu-
nity—not the prison corporation—foot the bill
for the lawsuit. To address these growing con-
cerns, | will be reintroducing the Public Safety
Act, which would prohibit the privatization of
federal prisons. The bill also would prohibit
state and local governments from using any
federal funds made available to them for the
purpose of providing core correctional services
(such as the housing, safe-guarding, pro-
tecting, and disciplining of inmates) to contract
out those services to private corporations.

A common argument used by privateers is
that the private sector can incarcerate pris-
oners more cheaply, thereby saving taxpayer
dollars. Having worked in a prison, however, |
know that the easiest way to cut costs in a
correctional facility is to cut the wages and
benefits of the personnel. The result of this is
to employ a poorly trained staff with little expe-
rience, creating a danger for everyone who
works in the facility and everyone who lives in
the surrounding community. The result of cut-
ting expenses in corrections is cutting corners,
and cutting corners is unacceptable when it
comes to protecting public safety.

My bill will prohibit the Federal Government
from contracting out its responsibility to incar-
cerate criminals. The bill would also prevent
States and local governments from using fed-
eral funds to contract out core correctional
services to private corporations. Even as |
speak, the Bureau of Prisons is asking Con-
gress to appropriate money for a new contract
facility for female inmates, which is a giant
step in the wrong direction from the BOP’S re-
quest from last year for dollars to build a gov-
ernment facility for female inmates. The Office
of Management and Budget is also forcing the
BOP to contract out part of its own workforce.
The assault on public safety is not only at the
federal level, however. There is even greater
concern at the state and local levels that gov-
ernments experiencing tough financial times
may contract out their responsibilities with the
hope of saving money. The Public Safety Act
will prevent States and local governments
from using federal dollars in the form of
Homeland Security block grants or otherwise
to forfeit their responsibility to administer jus-
tice.

| urge all my colleagues to support this im-
portant piece of legislation so that we can en-
sure that the Federal government fulfills its re-
sponsibility to provide for public safety, and |
hope that the Public Safety Act will be consid-
ered by the House of Representatives soon.
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IN RECOGNITION OF TEACHERS IN-
DUCTED INTO THE NATIONAL
TEACHERS HALL OF FAME
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OF KANSAS
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Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, on National Teacher Day, to recognize
this year’s inductees into the National Teach-
ers Hall of Fame in Emporia, Kansas. All of us
have had special teachers in our lives, and we
are forever indebted to them for their motiva-
tion, their compassion, and their desire to see
students achieve their full potential. Now in its
14th year, the Hall of Fame continues its mis-
sion to honor exceptional teachers and pro-
mote excellence in teaching. Congratulations
to the 2003 inductees: Larry Statler, Cynthia
Jones, Ruth Ann Gaines, Kathleen McGrath,
and Carol Strickland.

At Santa Teresa Elementary in San Jose,
California, Larry Statler has used his talents to
create the Discovery program. Discovery is a
collaborative effort between special and gen-
eral educators. Although Larry specializes in
special education, his superintendent calls him
‘a man for all children.’

Cynthia Jones, a third and fourth grade
teacher at Cason Lane Academy in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, has shared her
love of education around the world. She has
presented original research in Durham, Eng-
land, and in Washington, DC. She participated
in the White House Conference on Education
from 1995 to 2001 and also traveled to Japan
in 1999 as a Fulbright Scholar.

According to a former student, Ruth Ann
Gaines takes teaching beyond the classroom.
At East High School in Des Moines, lowa, she
has created the ‘Sisters for Success’ program,
a mentoring organization for African-American
high school girls to build self esteem and fa-
cilitate academic success. She has also cre-
ated the Leadership Council, a school organi-
zation that helps address problems of diversity
in the school and community.

Kathleen McGrath of Ocala, Florida, loves
knowledge and conveys that to her students
through her dedication to teaching. Every stu-
dent TRIES in her classroom. This motto
stands for Trust, Relationships, Involvement,
Expectations, and Success. Kathleen is also a
three-time recipient of the Christa McAuliffe
Fellowship in 1992, 1999, and 2001.

| am especially proud to recognize Carol
Strickland, who is from Emporia in my home
state of Kansas. Carol won the Kansas Teach-
er of the Year award in 1999 followed by the
U.S. Department of State Secondary School
Excellence Award in 2001. Her accomplish-
ments include launching an Applied Commu-
nication class to help students with Limited
English Proficiency transition from high school
to the working world.

Larry, Cynthia, Ruth Ann, Kathleen, and
Carol exemplify what it means to be a teach-
er—what it means to make a difference.
These five inductees collectively have 143
years of teaching experience. | salute these
men and women for their dedication to the
youth of our country. It is my hope that they
will find satisfaction in knowing the influence
they have made on the lives of their students.
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